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Cory Merrill Neighborhood Association Newsletter Fall 2014
IF TODAY THEY CAN READ...TOMORROW THEY CAN LEAD! INC DICTIONARY DRIVE

In mid-September, dictionaries were distributed to over
70 3rd grade students at Cory Elementary School. This
event happened in every 3rd grade class in the entire
Denver Public School system, and over 7000 students

in all received this “GIFT OF WORDS” compliments of
the 19th annual SDollar$ Dictionary Drive. Since it began {
in 1996, The DDD has provided more than 275,000 books &
to over 127,000 students. This program, a national L
award-winning project of the Inter-Neighborhood
Cooperation (INC) a non-profit 501(c), is a coalition

of Denver neighborhood organizations, including our
own Cory Merrill Neighborhood Association. Your
financial support of our CMNA allows us to participate
in this program every year for this project with volunteers to assist in labeling,
packaging and distributing these “GIFTS OF WORDS” to Children around our City.
For information, visit www.DenverINC.org (Dollar Dictionary Drive link).

George Mayl! (INC and CMNA neighbor) and Cory Students
Photos from Diana Golden - DPS

SCHOOL DAZE... What’s happening at Merrill?

6th Grade Academy Srom neighbor, Kerry Zeller and Jessica Luecking (DR‘)

The 6th Grade Academy was a great start to the
school year! The academy is designed to help students
navigate the changing social scene. During the four day |
academy students offer a series of icebreakers and
team building exercises helped to ease the 6th Graders
into the new atmosphere. With the help of our 8th
Grade leaders and all of the Merrill administration and
staff this academy was a success!

Neighhorhood
QUARTERLY MEETING
WEDNESDAY,
OCTOBER 15
6:00 pm

at the Kirk of Bonnie Brae.

Presentations and Q/A

Challenge Day . .
This first ime event was a day full of learning for our 8th grade students about Session with Denver
themselves and their peers. Many students go through a lot their 8th grade year, City Staff from the Offices

deciding what high school to attend, what their future may hold, and many individual
struggles. The Challenge Day was a day for the students to express their fears and
thoughts. It was a day without judgment and a day of fun! A special thank you to

all the parents and community volunteers. Without you this event would not have
been possible!

of 311 and Sustainability

Bring along your questions!

Keep our neighborhood organization alive. A pre-addressed envelope is enclosed. Your contributions are always appreciated.

Send your checks for any amount payable to Cory Merrill Neighborhood Association PO Box 101713, Denver, CO 80210-1713.



A seasonal treat to keep you warm this fall!

Pumpkin Soup
Ingredients (makes 8-10 servings)
6 cups chicken stock
1 1/2 teaspoons salt
4 cups pumpkin puree
1 teaspoon chopped fresh parsley
1 cup chopped onion
1/2 teaspoon chopped fresh thyme
1 clove garlic, minced
1/2 cup heavy whipping cream
5 whole black peppercorns

K

KITCHEN IDEAS
CORY MERRILL

SHARED RECIPES FROM NEIGHBORS

Heat stock, salt, pumpkin, onion, thyme, garlic, and peppercorns.

Bring to a boil, reduce heat to low, and simmer for 30 minutes uncovered.

Puree the soup in small batches (1 cup at a time) using a food processor or blender.

Return to pan, and bring to a boil again. Reduce heat to low, and simmer for another 30 minutes,
uncovered. Stir in heavy cream. Pour into soup bowls and garnish with fresh parsley.

Recipe shared from http://allrecipes.com/recipe/pumpkin-soup/detail.aspx?src=VD_Summary

Could it be a FOX or a coyote?
If you haven’t seen our furry friends,
. there have been foxes and lots of
other WILD animals hanging out in
the neighborhood for years. You
may see them in the Bonnie Brae
area, along the bike path off Steele
and many times roaming through

Properties LLC

Rental Property Management

Property management
services including leasing,

credit and background checks,
rent collection, accounting,
repairs and maintenance,

inspections, move-in, move-out.

Call Don Stone 303-317-6938
Brickstone Properties, for
more information or email

Brickstone.Don@gmail.com

the Archdiocese and Seminary land...even on the streets in
Cory-Merrill. Most times these furry creatures can be scared
off easily and it’s rare for them to cause concern for your family
or your pets as long as you leave them alone. But if you have
an issue that needs attention, call the City’s Animal Control

at 311 or file a report at http://www.denvergov.org/
denveranimalshelter/DenverAnimalShelter/AnimalControl/

tabid/445177/Default.aspx
COMPUTER ASSISTANCE & TROUBLESHOOTING

Windows, Macintosh, Internet, Home Networking.
22 years experience. $65/hour . If | can’t fix it, you

don’t pay. I’'m a Cory Merrill neighbor.

Jim Esten:
303-355-3932 - jcesten@gmail.com




DENVERBOTANIC

GARBENS

The Denver Composts program
allows Denver residents to collect

waste we send to the landfill and -
in so doing - prevents greenhouse
gas emissions. Composting also
produces a valuable product that makes our soil richer
and more productive.

Residents enrolled in the program receive a large
green compost cart (similar to the Denver Recycles
purple cart) and a two-gallon kitchen pail. Composting
is picked up once a week by Denver Recycles. The
Denver Composts program is a fee-based service
and residents living in areas that are eligible for
the service have two options for payment: A
quarterly payment plan of $29.25 every three
months, or a one-time payment of $107.00 for
the entire year, payable in whole on or before
February 15th (there is a discount for choosing
the one-time payment option).

Residents can check their current eligibility to
participate in the Denver Composts program

by visiting DenverGov.org/DenverRecycles

or by calling 311 in Denver. Thanks to neighbor
Debbie Fimple for gathering this information.

dl OUR New LOCALION

1692 S. COLORAdO BLVd. DENVER, (G80222
ONe COUPON REOREMADIE PER VIS

organic material (food, non-recyclable
paper and yard debris) for composting.
Composting dramatically reduces the

If your home is currently listed with another agency, this invitation is not
meant for solicitation. Buyer to verify measurements. Information deemed
reliable but not guaranteed. All offices independently owned and operated.

Have you seen the Chihuly glass exhibit

at the Botanic Gardens! The show will begin

a nightime performance “Chihuly Nights”

from October 3 through November 30.

S8 (Closed November 1, 8, 13, 14, 15 and 27)
Time: 5:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.

| Admission:

$10 member, $15 non-member

Tickets only available online.
Last entry at 8 p.m., Grounds close at 9 p.m.

JAGOS:

1699 S. Colorado Blvd.  720.420.0535
Monday-Saturday 11am - 9om
Sunday 10am - 3pm

P) Magin kw
Karen Staggs

Keller Williams Denver Central
50 S. Steele Street #700
Denver, CO 80209

(303) 921-7944 PJ

(303) 999-9642 Karen

e No Strings Attached FREE Comparative Home Analysis

e We give $1,000 back at Closing

¢ If you change your mind, or if you are not happy for any
reason, we will let you out of your contract free and clear
as long as the home is not Under Contract.

e Over $15 Million in Real Estate in 2013

o Five Star Real Estate Agent 5280 Magazine 2013

o Certified International Home Market Luxury agents

¢ Mention this ad and get a $260.00 Home Warranty

atop your Closing Gift




Cory-Merrill
Neighborhood
2014 Board Members

President
Marti Freeman

Vice President
Jessica & Daniel Hillman

Treasurer
Lisa Reynolds

Secretary
Debbie Fimple

Zoning
Bart Blanchard

Website
Scott Rodgers

Social Committee
Lisa Straffon

Board Members At-Large
Christine & Frank Baier
Stephen Brown

Jill Easley

Mike DiFranco

Sam Kimpton

Krissa Murphy

Christopher Olson*
*(special focus Fire & Safety)

To reach any of
these individuals,
visit our website
www.corymerrill.org

Mailing address:
CMNA

PO Box 101713

Denver, CO 80210-1713

This newsletter is designed
and coordinated by
neighbor, Mikki Wilder
Submit story ideas to
corymerrillnewsletter@
wilderideas.com

E“VEI-OPES INCI-UDED FOR THE FAll DUES DRIVE! Lisa Reynolds, CMNA Treasurer

Hello Neighbors- Our once a year Dues Drive is this month. We are a completely volunteer organization
and we rely on donations to cover our costs. Each year we have a Neighborhood picnic (this year’s

attendance was over 200 people), we print four newsletters that get hand delivered
to every household, we donate to the Denver Dictionary Drive, and we hold several
small Neighborhood Social gatherings. In addition, we use the dues to cover costs
for our website, purchase office supplies, and cover our State neighborhood
membership fees. Last year we had an AMAZING 67 families donate for a total

of over $2000. The average donation was S31. Thank you to all of you in advance
for this year’s contributions. We appreciate your support!

How much will you need to
retire? Let’s talk.

Todd W Young, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
3801 E Florida Ave Ste 250

Denver, CO 80210
303-691-6065

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Member SIPC

+++ REAL ESTATE UPDATE- + +

provided by Karen Staggs and PJ Magin - Keller Williams Denver Cherry Creek

As summer comes to a close and the kids head back to school the Denver metro
area and surrounding communities took a familiar turn to a softening market.
According to a report issued by Metrolist, Colorado’s largest MLS and the provider
REcolorado.com on September 10, 2014, prices dipped a bit in the month of
August, the number of sold listings decreased and homes stayed on the market

a bit longer. Since March, Cory Merrill has seen 111 houses sold, averaging 18.6
houses sold every month. The average net and median price sold price is $558,000,
which is up $55,000 since the February newsletter. In both averages, sellers are
getting 102% of their asking price. The average price per square foot is $247.

Luxury homes are a hot item in Cory Merrill with one of 73 homes sold hitting
$1,650,000 and four others at $1,220,000+ and seven homes at $1,000,000+.
CNBC is reporting that the Federal Reserve is done with its monthly buying program,
which included mortgage-backed securities. In addition, Washington is continuing

to unwind Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, which means that there will likely be less
money to fund housing which means higher mortgage rates. This dynamic in
combination with Denver’s pricey market will mean homes will likely be more
expensive for buyers in the 2015 and sales a little slower for Sellers.



The 2014-15 school year
has gotten off to a great

start at South High

contributed by neighbor Kerry Ziller

REBELS

Over the Summer, the school received new pipes

for water, new boilers, repairs to the roof, updated
science rooms, a new kiln and kiln room for ceramics,
new bathrooms, and a fresh coat of interior paint,

along with some other improvements that have the
school looking good inside and out.

The Freshman Class as part of the SH Digital Content
Initiative received Kindle Fire HD Tablets that will allow
them to do homework and reading assignments on the
e-reader. No more heavy backpacks!

Fall sports and activities have also gotten off to
a good start. Important upcoming events:

® Homecoming football game: South vs. GW
Friday, Oct. 17 4:00 at All City Stadium
® Fall play: Into the Woods
November 13, 14, 15, 16
® Open House for prospective students
Thursday, November 20 from 6:00-8:00
For a more detailed calendar of events, general
information about the school and information about
student shadowing and/or tours, check out the
South High website at denversouth.org

GO REBELS!

4 Kirk of Bonnie Brae
Your Neighborhood Church

cﬁ Since 1947 @

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
1201 §. Steele Street
303-777-0343 /

A

74, Doctors
"EXpress

Urgent Care | Family Care

Need a
Doctor Today?

@ Physicians on Site
7 days a week

* No Waiting Time

» Walk-Ins
Welcome

® On site X-Ray ]
& Lab Work |

& All Insurances
Accepted

E Alameda Ave

760 S. Colorado Blvd.
Glendale, CO 80246

Mon - Fri: 8am - 8pm
Sat & Sun: 8am - 5pm

303-692-8000

www.DoctorsExpressCherryCreek.com

st time customers only:
FREE indoor cycling with mention of this ad

Your neighborhood connection to health and wellness!

We offer:
« personal fitness training  « senior fitness
« pre/post natal fitness

+ yoga and indoor cycling

e
@}‘Mad About Fitness

« cancer exercise rehab

2626. E. Louisiana
Lonisiana & Clayfon
303.871.8661 » madaboutfit.com




Another Great Elementary Option in our Neighborhood fiom neighbor, Erika Sabatos

Creativity Challenge Community (C3), a Denver Public Innovation School, is located in the south

wing of Merrill Middle School. These elementary kids share the gym, auditorium, lunchroom and
library with their middle school elders but operate as a separate elementary school. C3’s mission is to
incorporate creativity into all subjects and encourage creative-thinking skills, challenge each student to
reach their highest potential and learn in collaboration with community partners for real-life learning.
One of C3’s community partners is the Denver Art Museum, where the kids spend six Fridays in an on-
going, collaborative arts education that no other school in the state can offer. C3 practices Content
Specialization in grades 1-4, where teachers focus on teaching one area:
either reading and writing or math, science and social studies. This style
of teaching contributes to the success of each student to think creatively
to solve problems and is challenged by two teachers daily. This unique
learning environment is what makes C3 top choice for many families
in Southeast Denver.

The school was inspired and created by principal, Julia Shepherd, who
had been the principal at Cory for six years, and spent two years writing
a successful School Innovation Grant and Beacon application with
Merrill Middle School and a design team of educators and community
members. They applied to Denver Public Schools and worked to get
approval in June 2011 and marketed for the 2012-2013 school year,
recruiting students for Kindergarten through 2nd grades that first year.

Each year, the school has added a grade and is currently Kindergarten
through 4th grades, with two classes of each grade. With waitlists to

get in, C3 has proven another excellent elementary option in our
neighborhood. Since C3 is an Innovation school, it is not a neighborhood
“home school” but Cory Merrill neighborhood families are part of a
priority zone for the choice process. The School Choice and

Enrollment forms are due in January.

If you have small children, you have probably played on the C3
playground with the fun rope structure they call the Eiffel Tower
(pictured to the right with 1st graders from last school year). DPS will be
adding more to the play areas, as well as a C3 garden along the west side
of the parking lot. Since C3 is now part of the Cory Merrill neighborhood Check out the website at
community, you are encouraged to take a Thursday morning tour to learn http://c3.dpsk12.org
more information about their mission and philosophy of teaching kind or call the office
and courageous thinkers. at 720-424-0630.

Princzal Julia Shepherd with
some of her C3 students




NEWMAN CENTER

NIC =& P

P R E S E N T S

MUMMENSCHANZ is a Swiss mask theater troupe that
performs in a magical, surreal style. The group became
popular for its play with bizarre masks and forms, light and
shadow. Their weird, timeless creatures join other incredible
colorful, enchanting forms. This performance is brilliant
entertainment for the entire family.

P

MUMMENSCHANZ

'éat, Nov 8 (7:30 pm)
Sun, Nov 9 (2:00 pm)

University of Denver, Newman Center for the Performing Arts, 2344 E lliff Ave. Denver, 80210 aifvss

. 1Off€’”2 for 1 TICKETS
ecld

Sunday Matinee only
Enter code ARTSWEEK
www.newmantix.com/promo

*Expires November 9, 2014.
Valid only at Newman Center Presents shows. Not valid with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. One coupon per person.

303.871.7720 WWW.NEWMANCENTERPRESENTS.COM

Sp




MAutumn Leaves!
t Love the Fall?
Get your car ready ~ take the drive

o4ll_to_ Ca"_e check out the fall colors.

1465 S. Colorado Blvd.
Denver, Colorado 80222

s
303-758-9222 ‘ﬂmneﬂ? :
Family owned and operated proudly since 1967.

* Please clip and bring in coupons to ( 10% Off A
receive your discounts.

~ . 7 All Senior Citizens & DU
Deluxe Oil Change E ~ Students receive 10% off all

Special $5,00 off BBB services when presenting

(for most vehicles) this coupon.

| Ao
Includes change oil and filter, Arkansas Ave. 5 1-"Must present coupon with order.
lubricate chassis, check all Holiday | | <---- 4 blocks north of I-25 | Y,
fluid levels. huto Care e N
W $75 off Timing Belt
Bring in this coupon and receive Revlacement
free tire rotation with free brake p
inspecion. Call for details.
Factory-trained Hyundai and
Price includes new oil filter and Siga?rrg ter?:lfrrﬁcianzuonn :;aa;
up to five quarts of conventional '
oil. Price excludes applicable * .

Must t th order.
sales tax and fees. \ ust present coupon with or: erj
*Must present coupon with order.

- J( Cabin Air Filter \( Radiator Flush & )
Replacement Service Fill 10% off
10% off

Increase Heater Efficiency

How long has it been since you had .
Performing a coolant flush and

i i our cabin air filter changed?
enalr & Maintanayce } y £ fill will prevent overheating - the
_ | * Must present coupon with order. most commpn cause Of,break_
& \_ _/ | downs and internal engine dam-
- - age.
(" Check in with us
fOV our \* Must present coupon with order. )

TIRE Specials!
We carry some of the best
Tires around! Ask our Ser-
vice Specialist for the best
»»»» \_ deals.

Now with 1 Year or
12,000 miles
warranty on

parts and labor.

Approved

Visit us on the Web: www.HolidayAutoCare.com Auto Repair

Please contact our Board President thru our website at www.corymerrill.org if you would like to volunteer in your NEIGHBORHOOD.

We welcome new faces at our meetings! Please use the enclosed envelope for your contribution to our Cory-Merrill Neighborhood. Thanks!
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Bring the holiday spirit
of the Cory Merrill
Neighborhood

to life at our

2ND ANNUAL

TREE LIGHTING
CELEBRATION

at the Neighborhood
Gathering Place in

the courtyard in

front of Timberleaf o
Construction, at the . our Neighborhood,
corner of Louisiana . Gathering Place
and Clayton) for a :
celebration complete
with hot chocolate
and marshmallows.
Bring FAMILY PHOTOS,
PICTURES OF YOUR
HOME, YOUR PET;

share your holiday
decorations. lights, WEDNESDAY,
ornaments...including DECEMBER 10

anything you like.
Meet your neighbors!




